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Page 26 THE JUNGLE BOOK

BAGHEERA. So that's what happened. I have to be more on
guard. Especially if I'm teaching Mowgli how to protect
himself.

BALOO. Speaking of Mowgli, have you seen him?

BAGHEERA. He's probably sleeping late again.

BALOO. Sleeping? He's worse than a teenager.

BAGHEERA. He is a teecnager.

BALOO. That’s right. Seems only yesterday he was a little
cub.

BAGHEERA. You've taught him well, Baloo.

BALOO. And you've protected him well, Bagheera. Shere
Khan does not come near him when you're around.

BAGHEERA. Yes, but I may not always be around. It's time
for him to leamn to protect himself.

BALOO. And it's past time for his daily lessons.

BAGHEERA. I'll go wake him with my paw.

BALOO. Be gentle with him, Bagheera.

BAGHEERA. I'll only tap him with my left paw. I use my
right paw when I'm serious.

BALOO. And when do you use both paws?

BAGHEERA. When I meet the likes of Shere Khan. (They
laugh as BAGHEERA exits.)

BALOO (calling to offStage). Wake up, little frog, or you'll
have the fear o’ Bagheera in you! (To himself) “The fear
o' Bagheera—" I am a poet. Let’s see if I can keep this
going. (OffStage trumpeting is heard.)

Someone is coming very near.
Well, my goodness, look who's here.

(HATHI, an elephant, enters.) \n\\\\\\l‘

BALOQ.Well, if it isn't our large&t inhabitant,
My friefidHathi;the clephant.

...‘




